Notes

Preface

1. Stephen R. Mark, Oregon Caves Historic District, nomination to
the National Register of Historic Places, June 1991, section 10.

2. USDI-NPS, Guidelines for Completing National Register of
Historic Places Forms, National Register Bulletin 16, Part B (Washington,
DC: Government Printing Office, 1991), 1.

3. The version called History and Prebistory in the National Park
System and the National Historic Landmarks Program (Washington, DC:
GPO, 1987) contains a framework in the form of an extended outline that
aims to list every major facet of American history, whereas the “Themes
and Concepts” document of 1994 is broad and open-ended in its revised

framework; see http: //www.cr.nps.gov /history/

Introduction

1. Even if rarely expressed, only the deepest, oldest and strongest
beliefs are likely to have structured space and time in caves and parks
developed as “Edenic,” or those which express the desire to make earth
into a vision of heaven. Newer constructs such as the frontier, science, the
sublime, and capitalism can be considered an outgrowth of older beliefs, if
only because some type of technological development is necessary as a
precondition, but they follow from more archetypal concepts which link
them to the Edenic vision. Examples are mystery (where landscapes pro-
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vide the impression that new information by traveling deeper into them)
legibility (which allows for exploration in an environment that can be dis-
cerned if one travels further into it), prospect (gaining information by see-
ing outward), and refuge (gaining information without giving any away,
or seeing without being seen) which can be used to manipulate a person’s
surroundings—as in a garden.

2. It could be that the more technologically powerful and wealthy a
society becomes, it is more interested in its own past than that of myths or
archetypes which transcend individual nation states. In this study, for
example, myths are reinterpreted through a cultural lens which melds the
archetype (such as an Edenic garden) with newer concepts (like the fron-
tier) to make the composite seem uniquely American. Widespread belief
by Americans in this “composited construction” has profoundly affected
the course of events in places like Oregon Caves. This study, however, is
not historiographical critique, though it does make use of some myths
affecting the monument as organizing devices. Causal connections among
major ideas that extend backwards into prehistory tend to be speculative
for purposes of historical narrative because such “meta-text” is not explic-
itly stated in written source material.

3. No. 876, July 12, 1909, 36 Stat. 2497.

4. Ibid. The proclamation’s use of “scientific interest and impor-
tance” as a justification for the monument’s establishment is significant by
virtue of its rarity in enabling legislation for national park units until the
1960s, as well as the fact that virtually nothing scientific was known about
Oregon Caves at the time.

5. USDA-Forest Service, An Ideal Vacation Land: the National Forests
of Oregon (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1923), 28.

6. USDA-Forest Service, The Oregon Caves: a National Monument
(Washington, DC: GPO, ca. 1925], 3. The names of cave formations and
rooms at the time, however, did not suggest random or truly varied

resemblances. Some names, such as “paradise,” “Eden,”

garden,” and
“grotto” with allusions to Indians or to Greek and Roman lore reinforce
how the cave was considered to be part of an idealized landscape—and
could be made more so by using such appellations.

7. Toll to the NPS director (Horace Albright), February 6, 1932, 4-5.

8. Narrative on pages 1-3 of the master plan, attached to a memoran-
dum from Ernest P. Leavitt, superintendent of Crater Lake National Park,
to the Regional Director of Region 4, February, 16, 1945.

9. USDI-NPS, Master Plan Development Outline, Oregon Caves
National Monument, March 1952, 1-2.

10. Thomas Williams to NPS Director (Conrad Wirth), April 7, 1955, 3.
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11. USDI-NPS, Prospectus No. 1, Mission 66, OCNM, July 29,
1955, 1.

12. USDI-NPS, Mission 66 Prospectus, OCNM, November 15,
1957, 1; Paul Fritz, Master Plan of OCNM, Chapter 2, Area Objectives,
August 23, 1964, 1.

13. USDI-NPS, Master Plan, Oregon Caves National Monument,
Oregon (Washington, DC: GPO, 1975), 8. Calcite deposition at what is
now the monument and in much of the Far West was most likely on
seamounts (a submarine mountain rising more than 500 fathoms above
the ocean floor) or on the edge of volcanic island arcs amid mostly deeper
water not conducive to calcite deposition. This and the subsequent split-
ting apart of limestone or marble masses through extensive faulting result-
ed in small and medium-size caves in much of the region. Although such
processes resulted in less intriguing caves due to small sizes, they also
resulted in caves of medium dimension (like Oregon Caves) being rela-
tively rare and thus appealing as a tourist attraction.

14. See, for example, a statement for management written by
Superintendent John Micle dated June 2, 1983 where the significance
appears verbatim on page 2.

15. Statement for Management, OCNM, August 1994, 9-10. The
structures are mentioned, however, in the monument’s resource manage-
ment plan of the time. They appear in a section which identifies resource
values; Resource Management Plan, OCNM, approved September 8,
1994, 4-5. This was also the first time that some of the animals found
only at Oregon Caves were mentioned. Although they have been singled
out by a few scientists as nationally significant, it is not generally known
that an entire family of soil millipedes is endemic to the monument.

16. USDI-NPS, Draft General Management Plan and Environmental
Impact Statement, OCNM, December 1997, 5.

17. USDI-NPS, General Management Plan, OCNM, August 1999,
volume 1, 4-5.1

1. Locked in a Colonial Hinterland

1. Manufacturing and distribution centers in large retail markets cre-
ate added value for products and are hence the secondary part of the
economy. This value added is generally lacking at the primary tier, partly
because farmers, loggers, and miners lack the investment capital necessary
for what is called vertical integration—where the extraction, manufacture,

and distribution of the product is controlled by the same entity.
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2. George McKinley and Doug Frank, Stories on the Land: An
Environmental History of the Applegate and Upper Illinois Valleys, report
to the Medford District, Burean of Land Management, September 1995,

3. Ibid., 30. The loss of game has repeatedly resulted wherever farm-
ing cultures moved into areas held by hunter gatherers, though there are
exceptions to this—such as the bison extinction in southeast Oregon
made possible by hunter gatherers who acquired horses; Vernon Bailey,
The Mammals and Life Zones of Oregon. North American Fauna 55,
USDA-Bureau of Biological Survey, June 1936, 57-61.

4. Jeff LalLande, First Over the Siskiyous: Peter Skene Ogden’s 1826-
1827 Journey Through the Oregon — California Bovderiands (Portland:
Oregon Historical Society Press, 1987), 108; cited in McKinley and
Frank, 18. A shorter account of Ogden’s travels appeared in Elizabeth
Heckert’s The People and the River (Ashland: Aquarius Press, 1977), 121-
122.

5. Stephen Dow Beckham, Cultural Resource Overview of the
Siskiyou National Forest, report to USDA Forest Service (1978), 62.

6. Beckham, Requiem for a People: the Rogue Indians and the
Frontiersmen (Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 1998), 47-52.

7. For a map showing the areas and duration of disease outbreaks in
Oregon, see William G. Loy (ed.) A#las of Oregon (Eugene: University of
Oregon Press, 2001), 16-17.

8. Speakers of Karok, for example, are estimated to have numbered
between 1,500 and 2,000 prior to contact; William F. Shipley, “Native
Languages of California,” in Handbook of North American Indians volume
8, California (Washington DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1978), 85.
Other accounts substantiate the idea that this part of California had a
higher ratio of Indian population in relation to whites than about any
other part of the state; Shelburn F. Cook, “Historical Demography,” op
cit., 91. In the Rogue River Basin, by contrast, an 1852 estimate of
indigenous population puts fourteen bands of Indians at only 1,136 in
number. Of these fourteen, only one group was placed in the Illinois
Valley, whereas three lived in the Applegate drainage; Nathan Douthit,
Uncersain Encounters: Indians and Whites at Peace and War in Southern
Oregon, 1820s-1860s (Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 2002), 227
(n27).

9. Beckham, Cultural Resources Overview, 80. The limited ethno-
graphic record for southwest Oregon groups is reflected in the entries
which appear in the Handbook of North American Indians, volume 7,
Northwest Coast (Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1990),
580-592, and the previously cited volume 8 of that series, 211-224.
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10. Francis Paul Prucha, “U.S. Indian Policies, 1815-1860,”
Handbook of North American Indians, volume 4, History of Indian-White
Relations, (Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1988), 43-49.

11. The federal Supreme Court decision in Johuson vs. McIntosh ruled
that Indian nations held aboriginal use and occupancy rights on their
lands, meaning that tribes could live on their lands until their lands were
purchased by the United States Government. Indian title, however, had to
be formally recognized by treaty or statute, and only the federal govern-
ment could purchase and convey Indian lands. Congress created a prob-
lem in Oregon by disregarding Indian property rights with passage of the
Donation Land Act on September 27, 1850 which permitted taking of
some 2.5 million acres of Indian lands prior to any treaty ratification; Jeff
Zucker, et al., Oregon Indians: Culture, History and Curvent Affairs
(Portland: Oregon Historical Society Press, 1987), 81-82; William G.
Robbins, “Extinguishing Indian Land Title in Western Oregon,” The
Indian Historian (Spring 1974), 12-15.

12. The treaties of interest in reference to Oregon Caves are the one
of September 10, 1853 at Table Rock, as well as one on November 18,
1854, at the mouth of Applegate Creeck on the Rogue River; also the tra-
ditional affiliation study on Oregon Caves by Douglas Deur.

13. Zucker, et al., Oregon Indians, 85.

14. Most of the archival records relating to the conflicts that took
place between 1850 and 1856 focus on the Rogue Valley and southern
Oregon coast; see Beckham’s Requiem for a People and Douthit’s
Uncertain Encounters for more context and detail. Francis Fuller Victor’s
1891 account in Dorothy and Jack Sutton (eds.), Indian Wars of the
Rogue River (Grants Pass: Josephine County Historical Society, 2003) is
also useful. The Illinois Valley and upper Applegate were largely peripheral
to most of the trouble, but troops under the command of Captain Robert
Williams skirmished with Indians in 1853 on the creek later named for
him. At approximately the same time, Indians attacked miners on the
Illinois, an action that led to a pitched battle in the mountains. Soldiers
believed these natives were Tolowas from the mouth of the Smith River in
California; Victor noted that miners in the Illinois Valley had been
annoyed by depredations they attributed to coastal Indians forced inland
by warfare in October of that year (see Beckham, Reguiem for a People,
126-127). Miners and Indians had meanwhile negotiated an informal
treaty to limit hostilities in the valley, though this served only to postpone
the violence until May 1855; Beckham, Reguiem for a People, 104, 149.

15. Beckham, Cultural Resources Overview, 80-83.

16. Zucker, Oregon Indians, 112-113.
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17. Quoted from Edward Sapir (1907) in Dennis J. Gray, The
Takelma and their Athapascan Neighbors , anthropological papers 37
(Eugene: University of Oregon, 1987), 13.

18. In 1861 a group of Takelma appeared in the Table Rock vicinity,
demanding that white Americans comply with the terms of their 1853
treaty, but this group was quickly sent back to the Siletz Reservation;
Jacksonville Table Rock Sentinel microfilm, Southern Oregon Historical
Society.

19. McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 30-32.

20. McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 33. These food sources
are listed by Jeff Lalande, Cultural Resources Overview for the North
Siskiyou Planning Unit, May 1977, 11. Most of the agricultural potential
in the Illinois Valley lies within a “triangle” which has the communities of
Kerby, O’Brien, and Holland at its corners; Samuel N. Dicken, Oregon
Geography: the People, the Place, and the Times (Eugene: University of
Oregon Bookstore, 1965), 83-84.

21. Jackson County was bounded by Douglas County to the north,
Coos to the west, and Wasco to the east; Loy, et al., Atlas of Oregon, 21.

22. Russell Working, “Name that Town,” in Etc. Magazine, Grants
Pass Courier (December 1989), 27-28; see also Lewis McArthur, Oregon
Geographic Names (Portland: Oregon Historical Society Press, 1974),
397-398.

23. Willard and Elsie Street, Sailors’ Diggings (Wilderville, Ore.:
Wilderville Press, 1973), 11. The authors note that the number of
Chinese was derived from mining licenses granted, not an actual count
made from the county census.

24. See George Kramer, Mining in Southwestern Oregon: A Historic
Context Statement, Heritage Research Associates Report 234, Eugene,
December 1999.

25. Catherine Noah, “Where’s Waldo,” Table Rock Sentinel 12:6
(November,/December 1992), 23.

26. McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 28.

27. Kramer, Mining in Southwestern Oregon, 7-8. This is also true in
California, though the scale is different. The population there peaked at
500,000 between 1852 and 1857, largely as the result of the gold mining
boom. California’s non-Indian population fell to 310,000 by 1860, a fig-
ure that reflected how the placer mining period had passed; Kenneth N.
Owens, Historic Trails and Roads in California: A Cultural Resources
Study. Volume 1: Historic Context and Typology. Report prepared for the
California Department of Transportation, March 1990, 51 (note 34).

28. William H. Brewer, Up and Down California in 1860-1864
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(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1966), 483. The earliest figures
for gold production in Oregon were not generated until 1866; Kramer,
Mining in Southwestern Oregon, 7.

29. Kramer, Mining in Southwestern Oregon, 42-44.

30. Kramer, Mining in Southwestern Oregon, 45; Brewer, Up and
Down California, 484.

31. Walling, History of Southern Oregon (1884) quoted in Kramer,
Mining in Southwestern Oregon, 21. By 1855 there secemed to be little
opportunity for the independent miner at places like Sailors Diggings
(Waldo) if they lacked the capital needed for a long sluice, a situation
repeated during the placer phase throughout the west. Although the
prospects for finding and processing viable lodes remained somewhat lim-
ited in southwest Oregon, all of the sub-basins between Althouse and
Jacksonville saw some placer mining activity during the 1850s and 60s;
McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 28-29.

32. Kramer, Mining in Southwestern Oregon, 36.

33. Kramer, Mining in Southwestern Oregon, 65. From the sketchy
data available, gold production for both Jackson and Josephine counties
for the period between 1855 and 1863 amounted to $1.5 million, falling
to $1.2 million between 1864 and 1896 (these figures are based on the
standardized price for gold of $20.87 per ounce set by the U.S. Treasury
in 1837, one effective until 1933). By comparison, gold production in
California (most coming from the Sacramento drainage and/or Sierra
foothills) amounted to $41 million for 1850 alone. The strikes in south-
ern Oregon during the 1850s were simply a small portion of a larger
tripling of worldwide gold production during that decade, with much of it
attributed to opening of the new western American goldfields. Gold min-
ing in the United States, however, did not begin in California, since gold
worth some $60 million had been extracted in North Carolina from 1799
to 1860; Tony L. Crumbley, “America’s First Gold Rush,” American
Philatelist 118:6 (June 2004), 511.

34 Loy, et al., The Atlas of Oregon, 26-27.

35. Modeled somewhat after earlier legislation that brought white
Americans to Texas, the DLCA had several aims. First, it legitimized
claims made by Oregon Trail “emigrants” who had reached the
Willamette Valley in the 1840s. The act also made all future claims corre-
spond to a rectangular grid established by the Pacific Coast Survey created
by this legislation. Third, the DLCA provided settlers with incentive to
stay in Oregon rather than moving to the California goldfields, as many
had in the aftermath of the “rush” that commenced in 1848. Much of the
land claimed in Oregon, however, had not been divested of Indian title at
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the time of initial white settlement.

36. McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 36-37.

37. Under the first donation land law in effect from 1850 to 1852, a
male settler could claim and assume ownership of 320 acres of unsurveyed
land if he resided on the land for four consecutive years. If married before
December 1, 1851, his wife could also claim 320 acres. By 1853, howev-
er, the allowable claim had been reduced to 160 acres for each spouse, but
the required occupancy went down to two years. The Homestead Act
provided 160 acres to any settler paying the filing fee and who could
reside on his property and improve it for five years. If they wished to buy
the land for $1.25 an acre after six months, the settler could do so.
Various “preemption” (squatting) acts were passed to facilitate settlement
of the west starting in the 1830s, though the settler had to have the cash
to pay for the land when it came up for sale.

38. Edna May Hill, Josephine County Historical Highlights I (Grants
Pass: Josephine County Historical Society, 1980). The route is described
in more detail by Stephen Dow Beckham, Cultural Resources Overview,
95, and Ruth Pfefterle, Golden Days and Pioneer Ways (Grants Pass:
Josephine County Historical Society, 1977), 83-84.

39. McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 64-65.

40. McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 85.

41. Walling, History of Southern Oregon (1884), 350, quoted in
McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 91.

42. McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 77-78.

43. McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 33.

44. “Note on Williams Valley Recall Early Settlers, Important
Events,” Grants Pass Courier, April 2, 1960.

45. Oregon Mining Journal for 1897, cited in Kramer, Mining in
Southwestern Oregon, 106.

46. McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 34.

47. This interpretation of western America is still debated with much
fervor among historians; sece, for example, Richard W. Etulain, Does the
FErontier Experience Make America Exceptional? (Boston: St. Martins,
1999).

48. David Hackett Fischer, Albion’s Seed: Four British Folkways in
America (New York: Oxford University Press, 1989).

49. Olga Weydemeyer Johnson, They Settied in Applegate Country
(Grants Pass: Josephine County Historical Society, 1969), 52.

50. Ibid. The move to Nome completed a move across the North
American continent in three generations. It began with Davidson’s grand-

father, Elijah Barton Davidson, Sr., who went from his birthplace of



174 NOTES TO PAGES 29-31

Rutherford, North Carolina, to Warren, Kentucky. He then went west with
his son, Elijah Barton Davidson, Jr., to Monmouth, Oregon; pedigree
chart attached to a letter from Chuck White to John Roth, May 1991.

51. E.J. Davidson, “History of the Discovery of the Marble Halls of
Oregon,” Oregon Historical Quarterly 23:3 (September 1922), 274-276.

52. William W. Fidler, “An Account of the First Attempt at
Exploration of the “Oregon Caves,” Oregon Historical Quarterly 23:3
(September 1922), 270-273; this version retitled from initial version that
appeared in the Portland Orggonian on August 1, 1887.

53. Davidson, “History of the Discovery,” 276. There is speculation
that the bear may have been a grizzly; Larry McLane, remarks at Oregon
Caves history seminar, OCNM, June 5, 1992.

54. Thomas Atwood to General Superintendent (Don Spalding), July
6, 1979, H1415, Davidson file, OCNM.

55. Visitation in 1921, for example, was 1,133 but only 363 in 1910.

56. Fidler, “An Account of the First Attempt,” 273.

57. Eighteenth century Romantics incorporated wild and deep caves
(as opposed to the shallow grottoes in contrived landscapes) into the con-
struct of Edenic garden through their concept of the sublime. Animals
served as intermediaries between people and caves by prompting their dis-
covery—as in this case and many others, including Mammoth and
Carlsbad. More on the practical side, Davidson logically opted for a bear
over the deer because the former supplied a bigger hide, meat, and more
especially tallow for boots, grease, and cooking. If the bear was a grizzly, it
may well have been one of the few in Oregon at the time. The last grizzly
on the western side of the Cascade Range was reported killed in 1877,
McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 78.

58. Fidler, “An Account of the First Attempt,” 270-273; see also
Frank Walsh, “Excerpts from the Robert A. Miller Journal [trip of August
14-16, 1878], The Speolograph 31:11 (November 1995), 144; George
Dunn, A Trip to Josephine County Caves, 1883, in Southern Oregon
Historical Society manuscripts collection [references a trip made by
Thomas Condon and University of Oregon students]. These parties and
others of the time also left inscriptions in the cave which place the Condon
trip in August 1884 rather than 11 months earlier; Denise M. Heald,
Historical Graffitti of Oregon Caves National Monument, A Limited
Survey, compiled in 1987, OCNM files.

59. Dunn manuscript, 2-3.

60. Burch, Oregon Caves as they were in the ‘80s, manuscript c.
1925, Josephine County Historical Society, Grants Pass, Oregon Caves file.
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2. The Closing of a Frontier

1. Richard White, It’s Your Misfortune and None of My Own: A New
History of the American West (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1991), 243-246. White makes the point that this export economy resulted
from rapid world population growth during the nineteenth century,
increased urbanization, improved transportation links, and European
imperialism. These factors produced an escalating demand for basic com-
modities in Europe and the United States.

2. Jack Sutton, 110 Years with Josephine: The History of Josephine
County, Oregon, 1856-1966 (Grants Pass: Josephine County Historical
Society, 1966), 18. Prior to 1885, the closest rail connection to Josephine
County was at Roseburg, where the Oregon and California Railroad
(recipient of a land grant from Congress in 1866) arrived in 1873. Once
the O&C fell into bankruptcy, some refinancing allowed the Southern
Pacific to build the line to Grants Pass.

3. Ibid.

4. McKinley and Frank, Stories on the Land, 68-69. Both were on
the same stage route, one which utilized Deer Creek from Selma to reach
the Applegate drainage.

5. See Ruth Pfefferle, Golden Days and Pioneer Ways (Grants Pass:
Bulletin Publishing Company, 1995), 81-84, for a description of travel
through the Illinois Valley using both stage and freight wagon. See also
Sutton, 110 Years with Josephine, 86.

6. Much of this was done speculatively, with the principal being
Jonathon Bourne, a Portland attorney who later became a United States
senator from Oregon. Sol Abrams, who eventually returned to Roseburg,
held the Grants Pass townsite that Bourne sought to control; McLane,
Oregon Caves history seminar, June 5, 1992.

7. Harkness owned the Grove Creck Ranch in Sunny Valley and
married Cassie Burch of Canyonville. He worked for Bourne and bought
up lots as an agent, an activity that made him unpopular with some Grants
Pass residents. Copy of mining entry recorded by Charles Hughes,
Josephine County Clerk, May 19, 1885; location notice dated May 2,
1885; Oregon Caves pre-1900 file, OCNM.

8. Burch, Oregon Caves as they were in the ‘80s, 1. McLane has stat-
ed that Burch and Harkness could have obtained title at least one other
way under the land laws (a declaratory statement allowed under the pre-
emption act of 1841), though this would probably have reduced the
patented acreage given that payment for land was expected at the time of
survey. A location notice was probably sufficient to stifle any potential
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competitors, yet also served as a way to avoid taxes while the pair
improved the claim and determined whether they could afford to hold the
land in fee simple.

9. Ibid. Roughly 420 feet of ladders had been built by the end of
the following year.

10. Ibid. See also Frank K. Walsh and William R. Halliday, Oregon
Caves, Discovery and Explovation (Coos Bay: Te-Cum-Tom, 1982), 7.
Admission to the cave was set at $1; advertisement in the Rogue River
Courier, July 9, 1886.

11. Virtually all the publicity on the cave up to that time had been
generated locally, with seemingly little effect, even when feature articles
appeared in the Grants Pass paper throughout the summer of 1886; see,
for example, “Limestone Caves of Josephine County, Rogue River
Counrier, July 1 and July 8, 1886, and “The Greatest Natural Curiosities
of Oregon,” Rogue River Conrier, September 3, 1886. The literary maga-
zines generally commanded audiences over a greater geographic area than
newspapers of the time; in this instance, see “The Caves of Southern
Oregon,” The West Shore, January 1888, 31-32.

12. S.S. Nicolini, “Explorers Return from a Visit to the Ice Caves of
Josephine County,” Portland Daily News, September 10, 1888, and
Nicolini, “Crater Lake: A Visit to that Picturesque Body of Water,”
Portland Daily News, September 11, 1888. Similarly, Steel wrote articles
titled “In the Josephine Caves,” Portland Oregonian, September 10,
1888, and “Visit to Crater Lake,” Portland Oregonian, September 11,
1888.

13. Frances Fuller Victor, Atlantis Avisen: Talks of & Tourist about
Oregon and Washington (Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott, 1891), 136-137.

14. The Mining Law of 1872 dictates how claims made on public can
become private property or “patented.” Although this is a way of avoiding
the stipulation of a survey requirement that generally limit how a home-
stead or other types of claims could be acquired, there was little incentive
to pay property taxes on such property until the claim could pay either in
extracted ore, as a tourist attraction, or possibly a speculative holding.

15. Charles Michelson, “Another Western Marvel,” San Francisco
Examiner, July 11, 1891, and “Our Splendid Caverns,” July 12, 1891.
Two refutations appeared in Portland papers; W.W. Fidler, “Oregon’s
Great Caves,” Portland Oregonian, July 21, 1891, and George Moffett,
“Oregon’s Great Cavern,” Portland Evening Telegram, July 21, 1891.

16. During that period separate rooms were often referred to as a sin-
gle cave, hence the aggregate became “caves” or “caverns,” as at Carlsbad

in New Mexico or Cumberland in Tennessee.
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17. Walsh and Halliday, Oregon Caves, Discovery and Exploration, 7.

18. “Oregon’s Mammoth Cave,” Grants Pass Oregon Observer,
December 28, 1893. The hyperbole is reminiscent of the earliest Euro-
American account fantasizing about Yellowstone’s “petrified birds singing
on petrified trees,” an exaggeration common enough in the promotion of
tourist attractions at the time.

19. Ibid. Not that westerners hadn’t seen such grandiose plans
before; the same page of the Observer carried a story about the collapse
and sale of the Oregon Pacific Railroad, a scheme whose promoters
claimed would connect Boise with Corvallis and make Newport a major
shipping terminus.

20. Ibid. He even wanted to build a large hotel at the cave and con-
nect it with Crescent City by railroad through the Illinois Valley.

21. Letter from A.B. Smith, January 2, 1894, transcribed by Veda
Thomas with e-mail message sent to OCNM, August 21, 2004; articles in
the Oregon Observer, “The Great Caves,” February 3, 1894, and
“Oregon’s Great Cave,” February 24, 1894.

22. Walsh and Halliday, Oregon Caves, Discovery and Exploration, 8.

23. “The Josephine County Caves,” Oregon Observer, April 28, 1894.

24. “Unexpected Reception,” Oregon Observer, May 19, 1894.

25. F.B. Millard, “Down in the Underland,” San Francisco
Examiner, June 3, 1894.

26. Millard, “Monte Cristo’s Treasures,” San Francisco Examiner,
June 10, 1894. They apparently surmised the paths taken by previous visi-
tors through evidence of breakage and the discoloration left by the use of
coal oil on torches.

27. Ibid.

28. “Notice to the Public,” Oregon Observer, June 23, 1894. The
assessment notice appeared again a week later, also announcing that all
unpaid stock was to be auctioned by the end of August.

29. Walsh and Halliday, Oregon Caves, Discovery and Exploration, 8.
A sheriff’s sale of the company’s movable property in October 1894 net-
ted only $60. Its collapse is also mentioned in “The Caves of Oregon,”
Oregon Observer, September 19, 1906.

30. As an example, “Into the Cave,” Roseburg Review, June 10,
1894, announced two additional expeditions to the cave had formed on
the heels of what the Examiner reported. One was to start from Portland
about July 1 and explore the Cascade Range before arriving at the cave,
while another organized in San Francisco had the same object. Such
prospects quickly evaporated in the wake of the company’s potential

demise, but the writer for the Roseburg paper made the overt connection
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between exploration and money needed to make the cave accessible to the
“average tourist” who preferred “walking erect in search of the curious
and rare in nature.”

31. John H. Mitchell, “The Oregon Caves,” National Geographic
590, April 20, 1895, 275; editorial in Jacksonville Semi-Weekly Times,
October 3, 1895; “A Great Honey-Combed Mountain Forty Miles from
Grants Pass,” Oregon Observer, December 21, 1895; H.R., “A trip from
Grants Pass to the Limestone Caves of Josephine County — the Greatest
Natural Curiosities of Oregon,” Grants Pass Conrier, September 3, 1896;
article by Amos Voorhies in the Courier, August 19, 1897, as referenced
in the same newspaper on October 25, 1977. Virtually all of the writers
made reference to a bottomless pit and other such features.

32. This type of writing continued to appear until 1915 or so; see,
for example, a piece by one of Smith’s business associates, F.M.
Nickerson, “The Oregon Caves,” Oregon Teachers Monthly 19 (September
1914), 2.

33. “Josephine County Caves” section of a circular printed on April
1, 1896 by the Mazamas group in Portland that promoted their excursion
set for August that year to Crater Lake and other points in southern
Oregon.
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wide and from 12 to 16 feet long), separated from other cabins compart-
ments for cars, though this was not always the case. Although “kitch-
enettes” could sometimes be found in the early cabins, showers and toilets
were usually located in a central bath house. Resort cabins, by contrast,
generally featured more amenities and had plumbing; Mark, “Save the
Auto Camps!”

27. William C. Tweed, Recreational Site Planning and Improvement
in National Forests, 1891- 1942, Publication FS-354 (Washington, DC:
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Government Printing Office, 1980), 4. The park encompassed waterfalls

on the Oregon side and administered by the Forest Service in conjunction
with parks established by the city of Portland. The secretary’s declaration
appeared to be a way of blunting a national park proposal centered on
Mount Hood, a bill that if enacted would have resulted in a land transfer
to the Department of the Interior.

28. Tweed, Recreational Site Planning, 13.

29. Siskiyou National Forest, Oregon Caves Recreation Area, survey
map of December 1922. The map shows a camp area with notation indi-
cating the Congressional authorization, OCNM map files. The urgency
for such legislation was evidently provided by the highway which vastly
increased visitation at Oregon Caves. One writer suggested that at least
some of the area was already in use as an auto camp during the summer of
1922; this appears as a glancing reference in “The Mystic Caves of
Oregon,” The Oregon Motorist 3:3 (August 1923), 6.

30. E.H. MacDaniels to District Forester, September 11, 1923, 2.
Supervisor MacDaniels characterized demand as so heavy that a septic
tank and possibly flush toilets were needed, in addition to a larger camp-
ground and more roadwork at the site. Initial construction, according to
an earlier estimate, was to cost $1,830, almost one-third of the entire
campground appropriation.

31. C.J. Buck, “Forest Recreation in Oregon and Washington,” The
Oregon Motorist (August 1931), 7-19.

32. USDA-Forest Service, North Pacific District, Road and
Information Map for the National Forests of Oregon (GPO: 1923). These
maps continued to be printed on an annual basis through the 1930s.

33. USDA-Forest Service, North Pacific District, An Ideal
Vacationland: the National Forests in Oregon (GPO: 1923).

34. Steve Mark, “Thinking Like a Park,” Wilderness Jonrnal 1:1
(September 1989), 8-11. By the end of Greeley’s tenure as chief in 1928,
the wilderness argument in conjunction with a conscious effort to
improve public relations had resulted in the Forest Service fending off
about three-quarters of the proposals for land transfers to the NPS.

35. The Forest Service promoted a “purer” form of Edenic landscape
for other reasons, not least because the inheritors of eighteenth century
romanticism (the prose and poetry that gave rise to the wilderness aesthet-
ic) abhorred what they perceived as commercialism in the national parks;
Thomas R. Dunlap, Faith in Nature: Envivonmentalism as Religious Quest
(Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2004).

36. C.J. Buck, “Oregon’s Highway Park System,” undated manu-
script [c. 1927], in the A.L. Peck Papers, Highway folder, Oregon State



NOTES TO PAGES 74-77 191

University archives, Corvallis; also quoted by Chester Armstong, Oregon
State Parks History (Salem: State Printer, 1965), 10.

37. V.L. Sexton, Oregon’s Wildlife Resource, study by the Oregon
State Planning Board, November 1936. There were a number of refuges
in Oregon, as was also the case in California, where state wildlife officials
thought that game species could be protected by keeping them in one
area where prohibitions on hunting and fishing remained in effect. By the
early 1950s, however, managers in both states had found that regulations
in all areas proved more effective in protecting game populations, so all
but the national wildlife refuges were disbanded; Gay Halland Berrien,
“Trinity Game Refuge,” Trinity 1997 (Weaverville, California: Trinity
County Historical Society, 1997), 34-39.

38. “Game Refuge,” Grants Pass Conrier, April 10, 1926. One writer
linked a deer which ate candy provided by visitors to the refuge, where
carrying a gun was not allowed; Sandy Grant, “Jimmie Deer,”
Philadelphia Queen’s Gardens, January 22, 1927. A tame deer fit the
Edenic ideal exemplified by the landscape gardens, as did the role of Dick
Rowley as solitary hermit and gardener, who also supposedly allowed deer
to sleep on his bed.

39. Forest Service officials stressed publicly that national forest facili-
ties were not intended to compete with those in national and state parks,
but rather supplement what was available within a state or region; Buck,
“Forest Recreation in Oregon and Washington,” 18.

40. Munger was accompanied by one of the potential applicants for a
permit on the inspection trip; Munger to Cecil, May 2, 1917, 9. The
solicitor’s opinion was referenced in a letter from E.A. Sherman to Cecil,
January 15, 1917, 1. The Term Occupancy Act served as an impetus for
recreational developments elsewhere in the national forests; Tweed,
Recreational Site Planning, 3-4.

41. N.F. MacDuff to District Forester, January 25, 1917, 1.
Additional details are in “Old Attire Needed for Visit to Caves,” Portland
Oregonian, July 15, 1917, 10. Another source is Hamilton M. Laing, “By
Motor and Mule to the Marble Halls,” Sunset (November 1917), 74-80.
The author’s great aunt rode a horse to Oregon Caves that summer on
one of her weekends when employed as the home extension agent for
Jackson and Josephine counties; Dawna Curler, “Anne McCormick: A
Modern Lady for Modern Times—One Woman’s Influence on Southern
Oregon’s Home Extension,” Southern Ovegon Heritage Today 8:4
(Autumn 2005), 8-10.

42. E.H. MacDaniels, Report on Oregon Caves, February 14, 1920,

1; “Information for Tourists who desire to visit Oregon Caves,” Grants
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Pass Courier, July 30, 1919. Many of the campers used the terrace some-
times called “Government Camp,” now the site of the Chalet.

43. Buck to MacDaniels, February 20, 1920; P.G. Guthrie
Memorandum, October 15, 1921, 2.

44. Buck to MacDaniels, October 21, 1921, January 14, 1922; April
24,1922,

45. MacDaniels to District Forester, April 27, 1922; “Caves Camp
ready in June,” Grants Pass Courier, May 10, 1922; Buck to MacDaniels,
September 21, 1922; O.S. Blanchard, Grants Pass Chamber of
Commerce, to Buck, December 18, 1922.

46. MacDaniels to District Forester, January 19, 1922; Buck to
MacDaniels, March 16, 1923. The seven stockholders were O.S.
Blanchard, Frank Mashburn, Ed W. Miller, Wilford Allen, S.H. Baker,
John Hampshire, and A.E. Voorhies. Sabin was to manage the resort
operation.

47. USFS Special Use Permit [January 1923], 2.

48. “Forest Men Visit Oregon Caves,” Portland Oregon Journal,
June 24, 1917. Waugh did more in the way of advocacy than actual
design for the Forest Service; Waugh, “Landscape Architecture in the
Forests,” American Fovests 27:327 (March 1921), 143-146.

49. These styles were “picturesque and distinctive” in accordance with
the Edenic ideal celebrated in American landscape architecture during that
period, though they can be found in the work of Andrew Jackson
Downing that served as the basis for later pattern books; Downing, The
Theory and Practice of Landscape Gardening (New York: Orange Judd,
1841).

50. Fred Lockley, “Impressions and Observations of the Journal
Man,” [interview with George Sabin], Portland Oregon Journal, August
17, 1936.

51. MacDaniels to District Forester, April 9, 1923, 1-2. Some sources
credited Peck with the entire architectural scheme; “Construction to start
soon,” Grants Pass Courier, April 22, 1923, and E.T. Reed, “Oregon
Caves are of major interest,” Corvallis Gazette-Times, August 4, 1924, 2.

52. MacDaniels to District Forester, December 22, 1923, 2.

53. McDaniels to Buck, September 11, 1923; Buck to McDaniels,
September 19, 1923, 1-2. The company’s reluctance seemed to center on
the unknown market for such a hotel, especially one built within a mile of
where an existing hostelry, the Lind Home Resort, already represented
competition.

54. A.H. Wright, Forest Supervisor, to Sabin, October 9, 1924, 4;
“The Oregon Caves are now open,” The Pacific Northwest Home [1926].
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55. The lamp house/studio was placed on a small terrace that had
been previously leveled over the objections of the forest supervisor, who
related how the superintendent of Crater Lake National Park did not like
the idea of a detached building being so conspicuous near the cave
entrance; Wright to Sabin, February 11, 1924.

56. Wright to District Forester, December 17, 1926, 1.

57. The beginning of softening the Forest Service position on devel-
oping Grayback came, ironically enough, from Buck making an allowance
for replacing some of the tent houses with cottages as early as the spring of
1922; Buck to Forest Supervisor, April 24, 1922, 2. The guide dormitory
was listed as being 28 feet by 16 feet with flush toilet, large enough to
house 14 guides; F.W. Cleator memorandum for Lands, July 9, 1927, 1.

58. J.H. Billingslea, Forest Supervisor, to District Forester, February
28,1928, 1.

59. Buck to Forest Supervisor, April 29, 1922, 1.

60. Wright to District Forester, December 10, 1925, 2.

61. Ladder replacement occurred during the seasons of 1921 and
1922; Cecil to Chief Forester, January 13, 1923, 2; L.]J. Cooper, History
of the Siskiyou National Forest, IV-25, 29. Work to widen passageways
was ongoing, though a newspaper article from early 1920 mentioned that
material removed from floors or ceilings was often dumped into “pits”
within the cave. These areas were judged to have “no scenic value,” and
served to obviate the need to take the “waste” outside; “Forestry officials
make winter trip to Josephine Caves and Plan Improvements,” Oregon
Observer, January 21, 1920. Improvements to the trails within and to the
monument were also counted, though the forest supervisor stated that
they would have been made irregardless due to the necessity for fire con-
trol access; Wright to District Forester, December 10, 1925, 1.

62. The effects of candle drippings were mentioned by Buck in a let-
ter to Forest Supervisor MacDanicels, October 26, 1921. Some vandals
preferred to scratch their initials on formations then “smoke” them with
carbide lanterns, a practice that the Forest Service wanted to halt by
installing electric lights; “Defacing the Oregon Caves,” Coquille Sentinel,
September 8, 1922.

63. A.M. Swartley, Oregon Bureau of Mines, and E.H. MacDaniels,
Lighting Plan, Oregon Caves, November 20, 1920; Swartley to Henry M.
Parks, Oregon Bureau of Mines, April 19, 1921; MacDanicls to the Chief
Forester, July 14, 1921; MacDanicls, Memorandum for the Grants Pass
Chamber of Commerce, January 25, 1922.

64. Henry C. Wallace, Secretary of Agriculture, to George W. Norris,
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, February 18, 1924.
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65. “Deficiency Bill provides $35,000 for Oregon Caves,” Portland
Oregonian, February 18, 1930. The legislation simply authorized the
appropriation which was later attached to a bill enacted in March 1930;
“All of funds for scrubbing Oregon Caves,” Medford Mail Tribune, April
7, 1930. The Forest Service logic resembled the reasoning behind recla-
mation projects, though the agency’s interest in self-supporting national
monuments went back to at least 1925; L.F. Kneipp, Assistant Forester, to
District Forester, December 1, 1925. Passage of the bill could also be
attributed to the Hoover Administration being more amenable to special
appropriations for national parks and monuments than previous
Republican administrations; Kneipp to District Forester, October 8, 1929.
Wording of the act was attached to a letter form Kneipp to the District
Forester, March 13, 1929. The company immediately objected to the
“pass through” provision, fearing that the six percent of tour fees charged
might endanger profitability given how the country had since slipped into
the Great Depression; Sam H. Baker to McNary, October 14, 1930; R.Y.
Stuart, Chief Forester, to McNary, November 26, 1930.

Officials in the Forest Service noted that the well-publicized report
by an independent “Mount Hood Committee” (a group commissioned by
the Secretary of Agriculture to recommend ways for recreational develop-
ment could proceed in the national forest surrounding Oregon’s highest
peak) backed the idea of imposing fees on users based on the amount of
money invested by the government; John D. Guthrie, Acting District
Forester, to the Chief Forester, November 21, 1930. He referenced F.L.
Olmsted, Jr., et al., Public Values of the Mount Hood Area, Senate
Document 164 (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1930).
As something of a postscript, McNary opposed requiring the concession
to maintain improvements financed by the appropriation and felt that fees
for guide service should be lowered so as to not allow the concession to
“profit unduly by reason of the outlays of federal funds.” The concession
was not required to pay for the cave lighting financed by the federal gov-
ernment (nor were guide fees lowered), in part because Sabin told
McNary that work toward building a $50,000 hotel (the Chateau) would
necessarily cease if the company had to pay back the $35,000 appropria-
tion for lights.

66. F.V. Horton, Assistant District Forester, to District Forester, April
26, 1930, 1. Forest Service support for this project arose in 1927, when
the company’s head guide, Dick Rowley, pointed out a need to wash mud
from the cave; J.H. Billingslea, Memorandum of Inspection, July 14,
1927. This concern was likely based on how the Edenic ideal did not
include dirty formations and inconvenience to visitors.
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67. H.]J. Weil, Memorandum for the Assistant to the Solicitor, April
10, 1930. Building another structure secemed least desirable to the Forest
Service at the time, but later proved useful as a backup generator during
power outages. Adding transformer near the Chalet was part of building
the power plant; Charles W. Gowan to James Franklin, June 14, 1930.

68. The earliest survey somewhat approximated the chosen route;
Wright to RW. Rowley, September 16, 1926. A need for the tunnel to
accommodate 400 people per day was mentioned in the memorandum of
inspection by Billingslea, July 19, 1927. Billingslea mentioned this num-
ber again in a letter to the district forester, July 3, 1929,

69. “Forest Service makes survey of Oregon Caves,” Grants Pass
Bulletin, March 21, 1930; [Siskiyou National Forest Lands Division],
Proposed Improvements — Oregon Caves, March 28, 1930. The profile
was titled “Oregon Caves Exit Tunnel,” [1930], one sheet.

70. Some officials in the Forest Service preferred day labor over con-
tracts because of the uncertainties that could be encountered under-
ground; Buck to the Chief Forester, May 24, 1930, 2. Details about the
tunnel’s construction are in Bruce Muirhead, The History of Oregon
Caves Exit Tunnel Construction, October 1985, and are based on an
extended interview with one of the Forest Service engineers, Keith Wells.

71. Cleator, Memorandum for Lands, July 9, 1927, 2.

72. The Forest Service seemed to give up on the company making
any additional investments at Grayback in 1925. Sabin, however, waited
another three years to bring up the subject of a hotel at the monument;
Sabin to Buck, December 1, 1928. What appears to have prompted the
meeting with Billingslea was a letter from company president Sam Baker
to District Forester C.M. Granger, August 6, 1929.

73. Billingslea to District Forester, September 3, 1929, 1. Billingslea
also mentioned that Peck suggested additional cabins might be built at
two new sites: above the service road to No Name Creek and above the
road connecting the main parking area with the Chalet.

74. Forest Service officials expressed concern about the intertwining
of permits beginning in October 1929; Buck to Forest Supervisor,
October 2, 1929, and Granger to the Chief Forester, October 3, 1929.
C.J. Buck subsequently indicated that the hotel would not have been built
without the substantial public subsidy made under the auspices of the
Forest Service; Buck to the Chief Forester, January 9, 1931. Most of the
terms on the 20 year permit had been drafted by June 1, 1931, so the
stockholders felt confident in paying for construction materials delivered
to the monument so that work could begin in October; “Oregon Caves
visited by 28,000 this year,” Grants Pass Bulletin, October 23, 1931.
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75. Sabin to Billingslea, February 12, 1931; Billingslea to Regional
Forester, March 9, 1931; E.V. Horton to Forest Supervisor, April 2,
1931. The Forest Supervisor also noted that gas station attendants could
prevent auto theft and police the grounds, especially when heavy visitation
demanded economizing with parking space; Billingslea, Report on Special
Use Application, [1931}, 1.

76. “Oregon Caves Elect Officers, Offer Stock,” Grants Pass Bulletin,
January 15, 1932; G.E. Mitchell, Forest Supervisor, to Regional Forester,
March 2, 1932, 2, and June 23, 1932, 1-2.

77. Oregon Caves National Monument Development Outline,
Utilities, January 1945, 3; the full dimension are in Estimated Cost of
Water System, OCNM, September 1949, 1, but the dates of construction
are incorrect.

78. Ernest W. Peterson, “New Chalet planned at state cave,”
Portland Oregon Journal, July 31, 1931, Section 6, 1; “Beautiful New
Lodge at Caves Near Completion,” Medford Mail Tribune, August 19,
1932; “Builds Fireplace at Caves Resort,” Crescent City Del Norte
Triplicate, [summer] 1932. As part of publicizing their venture, the com-
pany eagerly furnished Lium’s perspective drawing which overlaid a pho-
tographic backdrop to newspapers and prospective investors; Lium,
Perspective Oregon Caves “Chateau,” Now Under Construction, [1931].

79. Mitchell to Regional Forester, June 13, 1932; E.V. Horton to
Mitchell, June 24, 1932.

80. Albright to Newton B. Drury, Save-the-Redwoods League,
September 21, 1931. This may have been prompted by Albright’s mother
and brother visiting Oregon Caves carlier in the summer; Albright to
Sabin, May 2, 1933.

81. Toll to Albright, February 6, 1932, attached to inspection report
of visit made on October 19, 1931. Sabin to Buck, April 15, 1933.

82. Albright to Sabin, May 2, 1933; Sabin to Albright, May 8, 1933.

83. Executive Order 6166, June 10, 1933; text is in USDI-NPS,
Laws Related to the National Park Service (Washington, DC: Government
Printing Office, 1944), 203-205.

84. The only record of the conference is in an oral history interview
with Leon Kneipp conducted by Amelia Fry and others from the Regional
Oral History Office at the Bancroft Library in Berkeley during 1964-65.
Apparently Kneipp felt he reached an agreement with Arno Cammerer
and Arthur Demaray that the NPS would take only three or four of the
16, a position subsequently overruled by Albright—though the director
did not inform chief forester R.Y. Stuart of this. According to Kneipp,

Stuart did not object to the executive order’s provision about national
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monuments because he thought a gentleman’s agreement had been
reached; Kneipp interview, “Land Planning and Acquisition, U.S. Forest
Service,” 78. For additional background about the interaction between the
two agencies during this period, see Hal K. Rothman, “A Regular Ding ~
Dong Fight,” Agency Culture and Evolution in the NPS — USES Dispute,
1916-1937, Western Historvical Quarterly 20:2 (May 1989), 141-161.

85. The 16 national monuments included Chiricahuya (Arizona),
Devil’s Postpile (California), Gila Cliff Dwelling (New Mexico), Holy
Cross (Colorado), Jewel Cave (South Dakota), Lava Beds (California),
Lehman Cave (Nevada), Mount Olympus (Washington), Old Kasaan
(Alaska), Saguaro (Arizona), Sunset Crater (Arizona), Timpanogos Cave
(Utah), Tonto (Arizona), Walnut Canyon (Arizona), Wheeler (Colorado)
and Oregon Caves: USDI press release, April 1, 1934.

86. Mitchell to Regional Forester, September 5, 1934, with attach-
ment titled “Administrative Statistics, Oregon Caves National Monument
in Siskiyou National Forest, same date: Kneipp to Regional Forester,
October 1, 1934; E.V. Horton to Mitchell, October 8, 1934.

4. Improving a Little Landscape Garden

1. Stephanie Ross, What Gardens Mean (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2000), 57.

2. These landscape features naturally had a place in classical gardens;
see John Dixon Hunt, Garden and Grove: The Italian Renaissance Garden
in the English Imagination, 1600-1750 (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 1986), 11-14.

3. There is a rich literature about the cultural perception of nature
and how it developed during this period; see, for example, Paul Shepard,
Man in the Landscape: A Historic View of the Esthetics of Nature (New
York: Knopf, 1967); and Denis Cosgrove, Social Formation and Symbolic
Landscape (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1998).

4. Susan Lasdun, The English Park: Royal, Private, and Public (New
York: Vendome Press, 1992), 135-186.

5. John F. Sears, Sacred Places: American Tourist Attractions in the
Nineteenth Century (New York: Oxford University Press, 1989), 31-48.

6. Examples include the Petrified Gardens, Banana Grove, Paradise
Lost, Neptune’s Grotto, Niagara Falls, Bird of Paradise, and many more.

7. Nelson Macduff, Forest Supervisor, to District Forester, January
26,1917,7.

8 Bruce Muirhead, Names “Created” by Dick Rowley, and A History
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of the Names Used in the Past and Present Along the Present Tour
Route, both September 1985, OCNM files.

9. “Dick Rowley — Original Cave Man,” Grants Pass Conrier, June
23,1922.

10. The “practical hermit” persona came across in a number of news
articles about Rowley and information distributed by the concessionaire;
see, for example, Oregon Caves Resort, Dick Rowley and the Oregon
Caves [1936], Rowley file, OCNM.

11. Transcription of Rowley’s tour dated August 1934 with notes by
Bruce Muirhead, July 1984. For more about how the route changed once
the exit tunnel was completed, see Muirhead, A History of the Development
of the Oregon Caves Tour Route, September 1985, OCNM files.

12. E.V. Horton, Memorandum for the District Forester, April 20,
1930, 2.

13. Horton memorandum, 3. Planning for colored lights started in
1927, when the company first expressed its desire for such effects; F.W.
Cleator, Memorandum for Lands, July 9, 1927, 1. Some guides during
the 1930s and 40s chose to provide the lighting effect of Dante’s Inferno
at the “balcony” above the Ghost Room, prior to their tour party enter-
ing the exit tunnel; Bud Breitmayer to the author, April 29, 2006, 2.

14. Seatic wax candles were used in caves and elsewhere for illumina-
tion from 1860 or so until roughly 1917, when carbide lamps superceded
them. Carbide lamps (or acetylene lanterns, as they were sometimes
called) went into commercial production about two decades after their
invention in 1897.

15. Ernest W. Peterson, “Underground Caverns Made More
Beautiful by Scientific Lighting,” Portland Oregon Journal, March 13,
1938, 6; Francis G. Lange, Resident Landscape Architect, to [NPS] Chief
Architect, September 25 to October 25, 1937, 1-2.

16. “Oregon Caves Floodlighting Plan Complete,” Portland Orggon
Journal, November 19, 1937.

17. George Whitworth, CCC project superintendent, report to
Crater Lake National Park superintendent, February 9, 1935; additional
detail is in Lange’s reports of January 9 and March 12, 1935. The count
of steps is derived from NPS documentation of the trail: Oregon Caves
National Monument, The Cave Tour, April 2, 1969, 2.

18. Ernest W. Peterson, “Major Improvement Made at Oregon
Caves,” Portland Oregon Journal, April 24, 1938. For more detail about
construction, see notes titled “CCC connecting tunnel” attached to a let-
ter from John Miele, Superintendent, to John A. Ulrich, October 7,
1982. Additional detail is in the report by Lange to the Chief Architect,
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April 24 to May 24, 1937, 15.

19. L.J. Cooper, History of the Siskiyou National Forest [1939],
part IV, 6. The camps consisted largely of tents and were located at Selma,
Agness, Mount Reuben, Rand, and Williams. Building a new ranger sta-
tion on the Redwood Highway represented a permanent move for the
ranger and staff of the Page Creek District. New guard stations were
begun at Store Gulch and Grayback that year, though it is unclear
whether these were erected with CCC funding.

20. E.V. Horton to G.E. Mitchell, April 21, 1933; Mitchell to
Horton, April 23, 1933.

21. Mitchell to Regional Forester, September 5, 1934, 2. The short-
age of command personnel also prevented the Forest Service from
responding to Sabin’s request for cleaning up debris around buildings at
the monument.

22. [USDI-NPS], Justification, Spike Camp, Oregon Caves, May 1,
1934, 1.

23. Lange, Report on ECW camp nos. 1 and 2, June 1, 1934, 1-2.
Doerner, Report on Oregon Caves National Monument, May 4, 1934, 6.
Other NPS staff members concurred, including chief landscape architect
Thomas Vint; Doerner, Monthly Report, September 25, 1934, 1.

24. Whitworth, Report for first half of fourth enrollment period,
OCNM, January 18, 1935.

25. Ibid.

26. Table I, Analysis of Work Projects, Camp Oregon Caves NM-1,
Fourth Enrollment Period [Spring 1935], 13-16.

27. USDI-NPS, OCNM, Development Outline: Operator Sites,
Leases, Permits, January 1945, 3-4.

28 L.F. Kneipp, “Public Campgrounds in the National Forests,”
American Civic Annual 5 (1934), 61-62.

29. G.E. Mitchell, Forest Supervisor, to Regional Forester, February
8 and March 3, 1939, Cliff to Regional Forester, August 19, 1937.

30. M.M. Nelson, District Ranger, to Cliff, August 29, 1939; Cliff to
Regional Forester, March 21, 1940.

31. Ernest P. Leavitt, Superintendent (of Crater Lake National Park),
to Regional Director, January 15, 1940, 1-2; “Caves Camp Notes,”
Medford News, February 20, 1935. Lium’s work for the Forest Service is
briefly noted by B. Sam Taylor in Glenn Howell’s C.C.C. Boys Remember
(Medford: Klocker Printery, 1976), 85.

32. Projects noted in Abstract of CCC Projects, Siskiyou National
Forest, by Oregon Caves CCC Camp, May 1, 1945. There is some uncer-
tainty over the date of original construction; Stephen Dow Beckham, An
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Inventory and Evaluation of the Historical Significance of the Civilian
Conservation Corps buildings on the Siskiyou National Forest, 1979, 53-
63; Terry West, Inventory sheet for the Cedar Guard Station, September
29, 1983. Construction of the station was noted by L.J. Cooper in 1939
as part of his compilation for the Siskiyou National Forest. There is a note
about the original roof being rather flat in an analysis of CCC work dur-
ing the winter of 1934-35; shoveling the station’s roof was necessary to
prevent the building’s collapse; Table 1, Analysis of Work Projects, Camp
Oregon Caves, Fourth Enrollment Period, 17.

33. This is evident in a mimeographed booklet titled “The National
Park Service in the Field of Organized Camping” extracted from the 1937
yearbook of the National Conference of State Parks, Park and Recreation
Progress, 7-9. Recreation Demonstration Areas, such as the one at Silver
Falls State Park near Salem, are the clearest expressions of NPS design
intent during the 1930s.

34. This effort actually started in early 1934 with assembling a book-
let titled Portfolio of Privies and Comfort Stations as well as drawings with
floor plans of selected structures built by NPS crews in the national parks.
A copy of the former is lodged in the ODOT History Center, Salem,
while the latter is part of the Francis G. Lange Collection in the Crater
Lake National Park Museum and Archives Collections.

35. Leavitt to Regional Director, January 15, 1940. Abundant snow-
fall at Crater Lake usually kept enrollees there only four months, with the
remaining eight to be spent at Oregon Caves. The mill site was located
1.5 miles from Cave Junction, on the Oregon Caves Highway. It was also
the source of wood for signs made by the CCC at all three parks and
allowed the enrollees a way to produce furniture like a conference table
and benches intended for use by the NPS at Crater Lake.

36. “Water System is being installed at Oregon Caves,” Medford
News, February 12, 1935. Some of the pipe was laid along the trail to
Williams, by that time known as the Oregon Caves Trail.

37. Record of Improvements, OCNM, May 1, 1945, 2-3.

38. One of the landscape architects, Armin Doerner, initially believed
such a structure should be located just inside the monument boundary,
above the road and accessible by a short trail; Doerner, Report on Oregon
Caves National Monument, May 4, 1934, 7. Doerner, Lange, and two
others subsequently decided on the other site because a residence in the
parking areca would have formed a monotonous line in combination with
the concessionaire’s service station; Lange, Report for the Month of April
1934 to the Chief, Western Division, Item IX.

39. Record of Improvements, OCNM, May 1, 1945, 1. The design



NOTES TO PAGES 101-105 201

intent of all three projects is noted in Lange’s field trip reports of
December 17,1935, 1-2, and March 13, 1936, 1-2.

40. Leavitt to the Director, September 13, 1940, 2; Record of
Improvements, OCNM, 1. Its construction was noted in the Portland
Oregonian, August 12, 1941, 11. Despite the moniker of “checking sta-
tion,” no fees were collected there.

41. The utilitarian Forest Service, by contrast, usually placed fire pre-
vention needs over recreational pursuits, so trails tended to be more linear
(and thus steeper) to reach ridge tops and other places not accessible by
road. Both agencies adopted similar standards for recreational trails by the
1940s, though it took the Forest Service several decades to rebuild and
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came about through the efforts of Cheryl Martin at the University of
Oregon in 1984, though her work was largely baseline information cen-
tered on architectural significance.

47. Erasure or reduction of impacts associated with the linear tour
route through Oregon Caves could be achieved only through restoration
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of the original air flow (something which hinged on restricting air in the
connecting and exit tunnels) and continued removal of organic matter
brought underground by visitors and staff.

6. Recommendations

1. Laura Souillere Harrison, Architecture in the Parks: National
Histovic Landmark Theme Study (Washington, DC: Government Printing
Office, 1986), 383-395.

2. The authors of a subsequent cultural landscape inventory for the
monument made a convincing argument for adjusting the district’s
boundaries based on topographic considerations and original design
intent; see Cathy Gilbert and Marsha Tolon, Cultural Landscape Report:
Cultural Landscape Inventory of Oregon Caves National Monument
(Seattle: USDI-NPS, Cultural Resources Division, 1992).

3. Linda Flint McClelland, Historic Park Landscapes in National and
State Parks, NPS multiple property documentation form, August 8, 1995,
176-182.

4. For additional detail on how integrity has been assessed at the
monument, see Cathy Gilbert and Marsha Tolon, Cultural Landscape
Report: Cultural Landscape Inventory at Oregon Caves National
Monument, Winter 1992, USDI-NPS, Cultural Resources Division,
Pacific Northwest Region, 50.

5. For the distinction in the design and construction of recreational
trails, as opposed to trails primarily built for other uses, see McClelland,
Historic Park Landscapes in National and State Parks, multiple property
documentation form (1995), 85-88; or for more detail, Building the
National Parks, 233-242.

6. This route follows the Big Tree Trail as it leaves the Chalet and
then diverges from the loop in eight tenths of a mile, to where hikers
(who astutely step around the brush piles made to obscure it) follow a
path made for access along the water line to Lake Creek. This trail disap-
pears into a brush field (clear cut area) once it leaves the monument.

7. George F. (“Fred”) Whitworth was probably the most influential
engineer, whereas Francis Lange, Edwin Meola, and Howard Buford as
landscape architects all had some effect on the trail projects.

8. Oregon Department of Transportation, Highway Division,
Planning Section, Systems Studies Unit, Oregon Historic and Scenic
Highway Program (Salem: State Printer, n.d.), 28.

9. Oregon Department of Transportation, Technical Advisory
Committee, Lake Creek Bridge Project (Key No. 03895), August 18,
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1994, 1.

10. Gilbert and Tolon, Cultural Landscape Report, 6.

11. McClelland, Historic Park Landscapes in National and State
Parks, 194-195. Two sites should be further studied in order to deter-
mine whether they meet the eligibility criteria. Both are remnants of earli-
er water systems serving the monument, with the first being a surface
diversion dating from the early 1920s on Cave Creek, situated across the
stream before it disappears underground in the cave system. The second
is what remains of a subsequently constructed concrete reservoir located
above the Chalet at roughly the 4,300 foot contour. The writer is grate-
ful to long-time seasonal ranger Ron Reed for information on how to
reach this latter site.

12. A portion of the old Caves Creek Trail blazed by Walter Burch
appears to be intact near a waterfall about a mile below the campground.
It can be accessed from the highway near milepost 15, where a small road
has been punched into a flat area that allows for vehicle parking. Follow
an older bulldozed road on foot until two distinct sections of trail (one
with blazes) can be identified near the waterfall.

13. Elaine Jackson-Retondo and Len Warner, Pacific West Region
Mission 66 Resources, draft multiple property documentation form,
August 10, 2004, 38.

14. Ibid.

15. The other was a portable ranger station brought from Crater
Lake in 1964. It was renovated and expanded in 1982 and then removed
in 1996. The property types identified include: visitor centers, adminis-
tration buildings, campgrounds, ranger stations, school houses, comfort
stations, maintenance and utility buildings, residences, roads, and miscella-
neous developments (such as picnic areas).

16. It should also be noted that rubble from a mining operation can
be found near the residence. The claim dates from the early twentieth
century, but virtually all the disturbance stems from one “Jiggs” Morris
who extracted a limited amount of calcite from the site between the late
1960s until his operation was shut down in 1971.

17. See the Long Range (comprehensive) Interpretive Plan for Oregon
Caves National Monument completed in 2003 for further justification.

18. Janice Tiland, “The Siletz Indians: forgotten but not gone,” and
Marilyn Maurais, “Hoskins: a fort,” Pioneers! (Philomath: Benton County
Historical Society, 1975), 16-22. The Grand Ronde Reservation in
Yambhill County is perhaps just as suggestive in illustrating the challenges
posed by removal.

19. Other vestiges of this period (1916-1933) consist mainly of pri-
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vate property developed in response to federal and state outlays for roads.
The Lind Home, located near the forest boundary below Grayback and
abutting the state highway, continues to furnish a striking example of an
early, but modest, resort complete with several cabins. Later and more
typical auto camps can be seen south of Cave Junction on the Redwood
Highway, though these remain in private hands as well. By contrast, the
site of Grayback Park (alternately called the Oregon Caves or Sucker
Creek forest camp) is on federal land but is now the parking arca and start
of an interpretive trail leading to Grayback Campground.

20. Stephen R. Mark, Oregon Caves Historic District, NPS nomina-
tion to the National Register of Historic Places, June 1991 (listed
February 1992); Cathy Gilbert and Marsha Tolon, Cultural Landscape
Report: Cultural Landscape Inventory of Oregon Caves National
Monument, Winter 1992 (Seattle: USDI-NPS, Cultural Resouces
Division); Gretchen Luxenberg, Historic American Buildings Survey doc-
ument of Oregon Caves Concession Cottages, HABS No. OR-147, 1988;
Stephen R. Mark, Historic American Buildings Survey documentation of
the Oregon Caves Chateau, Oregon Caves Chalet, and Oregon Caves
Ranger Residence, HABS No. OR-145, OR-146, and OR-149, 1990,
Alex McMurry, Historic Structure Report, Oregon Caves Chateau,
Oregon Caves National Monument, terminal project, Historic
Preservation Program, School of Architecture and Allied Arts, University
of Oregon, June 1999.

21. Examples are the Port Orford-cedar tables still extant at Lava
Beds National Monument, where particularly nice examples can be found
at Fleener Chimneys and Indian Well. Crater Lake National Park still has
four benches and a conference table produced by the camp, as well as sev-
eral wooden signs with raised lettering made by enrollees.



